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Do clean air and water have a 
price?  Can we place a dollar 
value on good health? Should 
the things we hold most dear 
be subject to a marketplace?   

 

The answer to these questions 
forms the backbone of an 
argument against the 
commodification of things 
which ought not to be bought 
and sold.  In the Wealth of 
Nations, even Adam Smith 
recognized the inherent flaw of 
the ñinvisible hand,ò which 
extended privileges unfairly to 
some parts of society at the 
expense of others.  

 

Some things simply should not 
be bought and sold.  The air we 
breathe and the water we drink 
are part of the commons, 
entities owned by none and 
shared by all.  We donôt own 
the commons.   

 

Subjecting things which are 
priceless to market forces is 
immoral.  Cap-and-trade, 
pollution credits and market-
based solutions are concepts 
which attach price tags to 
pollution, allowing it to be 
exchanged for a fee.  Such 
schemes have become a 
reversal of fortune for polluters, 
turning an illegal activityðlike 
filling in wetlands or emitting 
pollution from a smokestackð
into an authorized and 

profitable enterprise.  In a 
similar way, so-called informed 
consent applied to the 
acceptance of radioactive 
waste puts a for sale sign on a 
community.   

 

The Clean Air Act, Clean Water 
Act and other environmental 
laws are legislative landmarks 
which have served the country 
well.  Although they are 
imperfect instruments, they 
nevertheless hold polluters 
accountable and require strict 
reductions in waste and 
pollution, and have provided 
models for other nations.   

 

If America truly aspires to be 
an exceptional nation, then let 
us determine what it is that is 
remarkable and worthy of 
imitation.  In his book, Between 
the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi 
Coates says, ñI propose to take 
our countrymen's claims of 
American exceptionalism 
seriously, which is to say I 
propose subjecting our country 
to an exceptional moral 
standard.ò  Part of the moral 
high ground should certainly be 
the elimination of poverty 
caused by the ruination of 
communities by polluting 
industries and energy 
production.   

 

Valerie Williams, a leader of 
our chapter Halifax-

Northampton Concerned 
Stewards, coined the phrase 
ñpredatory exportationò to 
describe what she is fighting in 
her community: the seizure of 
homes and farms by the 
pipeline industry under the 
deceitful use of eminent 
domain.  Indeed, the 
destruction brought by 
hydrofracking for natural gas is 
a form of predatory violence 
against both natural and 
human communities.   

 

This institutionalized form of 
eco-violence must be 
countered by non-violent 
means.  Destruction of private 
property by an impersonal 
agency cannot be allowed to 
devolve into counter-violence 
on our part.  Jonathan Schell, 
in The Unconquerable World, 
states, ñViolence is the method 
by which the ruthless few can 
subdue the passive many. 
Nonviolence is a means by 
which the active many can 
overcome the ruthless few.ò   

 

Finally, ñ'Tis not in numbers but 
in unity that our great strength 
lies: yet our present numbers 
are sufficient to repel the force 
of all the worldò wrote Thomas 
Paine in Common Sense.  This 
is truly exceptional, worthy of 
imitation and I believe points 
the way forward.  ƭ 
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BREDL: Who and what we are 
In March 1984, fifty citizens of Ashe and Watauga Counties met in the Mission House 
of Holy Trinity Church in Glendale Springs, North Carolina. Teachers and farmers, 
home- makers and merchants listened to the report of the Episcopal Church Women 
on the US Department of Energy's siting search for a high-level nuclear waste dump 
in the rain-rich east. 

Recognizing that the North Carolina mountains were a region at risk, the assembled 
group organized the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL) to protect 
their own backyard and those of other threatened communities. 

Grassroots organizing was a cornerstone of our early all-volunteer organization. One 
of our first multi-county boards of directors adopted our credo, which embodies our 
mission statement: 

 

BREDL Credo 
We believe in the practice of earth stewardship, not only by our league members, but 
by our government and the public as well. To foster stewardship, BREDL encourages 
government and citizen responsibility in conserving and protecting our natural 
resources. BREDL advocates grassroots involvement in order to empower whole 
communities in environmental issues. BREDL functions as a ñwatchdogò of the 
environment, monitoring issues and holding government officials accountable for their 
actions. BREDL networks with citizen groups and agencies, collecting and 
disseminating accurate, timely information. 

BREDL sets standards for environmental quality, and awards individuals and agencies 
who uphold these standards in practice. 

 

Moving into the future 
Since then, the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League has grown to be a regional 
community-based, nonprofit environmental organization. Our founding principles - 
earth stewardship, environmental democracy, social justice and community 
empowerment - still guide our work for social change. Our staff and volunteers put into 
practice the ideals of love of community and love of neighbor, which help us to serve 
the movement for environmental protection and progressive social change in 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee. 

 
Grassroots Campaigns 
Nothing creates hopefulness out of helplessness like a successful grassroots 
campaign - and our chapters have a history of winning. For over twenty-eight years 
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League chapters have protected their communities 
by stopping dangerous facilities and promoting safe alternatives. 

In the 1980ôs and 1990ôs, BREDL prevented a multi-state ThermalKEM hazardous 
waste incinerator, a southeastern nuclear waste dump and a national nuclear waste 
dump. In the 2000's, our coordinated grassroots citizensô campaigns have had further 
victories. We won a legislative victory with the passage of the NC Solid Waste Act, 
effectively blocking at least four multi-state mega-dumps. Our Person County chapter 
convinced their Board of Commissioners to reject expansion of the Republic Services 
landfill. Our Cascade, Virginia, chapter shut down a huge hazardous waste incinerator. 
We eliminated mercury waste from the Stericycle incinerator, shut down a tire 
incinerator in Martinsville, won the landmark environmental justice court decision in 
Greene County, NC. Further, with our chapters we have protected air quality by 
blocking scores of asphalt plants, four medical waste incinerators, a PVC plant and a 
lead smelter, and passage by local governments of eight polluting industries 
ordinances. Our work on nuclear power and coal plants laid the groundwork for our 
new Safe Energy Campaign. Victories over twenty-four mega-dumps have resulted in 
our affirmative Zero Waste Campaign. Guided by the principles of earth stewardship 
and environmental justice, we have learned that empowering whole communities with 
effective grassroots campaigns is the most effective strategy for lasting change. 

 

BREDL grants permission to other publications, including websites, to reprint materials from The 
League Line. All reprinted material should contain a statement acknowledging that the material was 
originally published in The League Line, BREDLôs quarterly newsletter. 
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BREDL Chapter 

Concern for the New Generation  (CNG) 

Vows to Continue Fight Against Compressor Station 

 

by Sharon Ponton, Community Organizer 

BREDL has two Virginia chapters along the path of 

the proposed Atlantic Coast Pipeline.  Most of my 

work in the last several months has centered around 

Buckingham County, VA assisting in any and all ways 

possible with the efforts of Concern for the New 

Generation (CNG) to persuade the Board of 

Supervisors to deny a special use permit application 

for a 57,000 horsepower compressor station. 

The compressor station is slated to be built on the 

remnants of a 1700ôs era plantation.  The original land 

grant to Col. William Harding Perkins by King George 

II was completed in 1747.  Col. William Moseley built 

Variety Shades and gave it to his daughter, Marcia 

Louis upon her marriage to Thomas Moseley 

Bondurant.    A community of African-Americans was 

built surrounding the Variety Shades plantation after 

the Civil War by freed slaves. The surnames of some 

of those families are Gooden, Perkins, Mosely, and 

Laury.  Today, descendants of some those freed 

slaves still live in what is known as the Union Hill/

Union Grove community. 

Among CNG activities held to support their cause 

were community-wide dinners, fundraisers, strategic 

planning sessions, the placement of radio and print 

ads, and members of CNG attending every meeting of 

the local Planning Commission and Board of 

Supervisors since August.  Kathie Mosley, CNGôs co-

chair, presented a Community Veto Resolution to the 

Board of Supervisors in November.  CNG  members 

John & Ruby Laury presented studies proving the 

propensity of toxic industrial projects being located in 

low-income and/or communities of color.  Their 

testimony regarding environmental racism was sound 

and moving.   Ruby Laury told the Board of 

Supervisors, ñWhile the descendants of a plantation 

owner rake in millions and live somewhere else, we 

are left to face the health and safety risks of their 

folly.ò Other topics covered by CNG members 

centered on the noise and air pollution they would be 

forced to endure if the compressor station is ever 

built. 

The ACP FERC filings claim there is no cultural or 

historical significance in this community. CNG 

members and BREDL believe the opposite.  On 

January 5, 2017, the Buckingham Board of 

Supervisors ignored its citizens, its own ordinances 

and laws when it shamelessly approved a Special 

Use Permit for the compressor station.  CNG and 

BREDL plan to move forward to prove to the Virginia 

Department of Environmental Quality, the 

Environmental Protection Agency and FERC, that the 

siting of the proposed compressor station in the 

center of  a Civil War reconstruction-era African 

American community, including its historical churches 

and burial grounds is a significant environmental 

injustice. The Union Hill/Union Grove community will 

continue to fight to stop Dominion from every breaking 

ground for the proposed compressor station.ƭ 
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Each year, Farm Aid accepts grant applications from 

organizations working to help small scale, family 

farmers. Through their mass fundraising efforts, 

including the annual Farm Aid concert as well as 

ethically made products (t-shirts, hats and posters, 

etc.), Farm Aid raises hundreds of thousands of 

dollars to distribute to a variety of other non-profits 

who are on the ground in communities working with 

farmers. The Blue Ridge Environmental Defense 

League is proud to announce that a grant from Farm 

Aid has been given to further the organizing work 

already happening in rural communities; from North 

Carolina to Virginia, the funds received will help 

empower and equip family farmers fighting proposed 

fracked gas pipelines. As a small-scale family farmer 

myself, I know the struggle of making a living while 

living on the land. Thatôs why in early 2016, I reached 

out to Farm Aid when I heard that they would be 

having their yearly concert here in Virginia. After 

making contact with their farm advocate, I was 

grateful to be able to share our struggle and fight to 

protect our farm from the proposed Mountain Valley 

Pipeline. My husband and I decided to attend the 

concert event in September 2016, and we were 

fortunate to go back stage, meet several performers 

as well as be interviewed on Willie Nelsonôs XM Radio 

Station. A connection was also made with Hilde 

Steffey who is the Program Director and handles 

grants for non-profits. We exchanged business cards 

and Lou Zeller had a follow-up conversation with 

Hilde; then BREDL took steps to submit a grant 

application! The complete list of grants given by Farm 

Aid was published mid-December and BREDL was 

included under the section: ñTAKING ACTION TO 

CHANGE THE SYSTEM: Working to promote fair 

farm policies and grassroots organizing campaigns to 

defend and bolster family farm centered agriculture.ò 

Indeed, the $5,000 grant from Farm Aid will allow 

BREDL to continue its work to organize farmers and 

rural residents in North Carolina and Virginia against 

natural gas pipelines and to develop local government 

resolutions. ƭ 

 

Learn more about grants given by Farm Aid at 

www.farmaid.org/our-work/grants/  

 

Learn more about Carolynôs family farm at 

www.fourcornersfarm.com  

 

 

Farm Aid Funds for BREDL  

By Carolyn Reilly, VA Community Organizer and co-owner of Four Corners Farm 
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Duke Energy and Dominion, partners of the Atlantic 

Coast Pipeline, propose to lay 554 miles of a methane 

leaking and potentially explosive pipeline bomb close to 

breathing, living souls who care for the health of their 

families, clean water, a healthy environment and the 

right the protect their land. This natural gas pipeline is 

proposed to come from the fracked Marcellus Shale in 

West Virginia through Virginia to North Carolina.  In 

North Carolina the ACP would bulldoze through at least 

800 private citizensô land   Add to that those who live 

within a two mile radius and the blast zone of the 

pipeline and the number in North Carolina grows 

between 50,000 to 100,000 living breathing souls! Not 

one of these precious souls should be harmed or killed 

because of a private company's greed to grow more 

profit shares. Not one piece of private property should 

be stolen through eminent domain from hard working 

Americans for a company's private use.  This is UN-

American, unjust, and a violation of property rights.  

 

This ACP disaster will not benefit the private landowner 

or the community. Duke and Dominion have put a lot of 

perfume on a stinky project. They are trying to convince 

landowners to sign away pieces of their dreams, plans, 

hard work, legacy, and rights for an easement 

agreement that offers limited use, headaches, worry, 

and legal liability on property that they still have to pay 

taxes on.   

There are many landowners and community citizens in 

North Carolina who already smell the putrid antics of the 

ACP.  With the organizing work of BREDL, many have 

taken a bold stand in unity to establish community action 

groups along the ACP to fight against this disaster.  In 

the past year and a half BREDL has worked hard to 

organize community group chapters in six of the eight 

counties in North Carolina that are on the proposed 

route to fight against the ACP. These counties include 

Cumberland, Johnston, Wilson, Nash, Halifax, and 

Northampton.  With BREDL's assistance, these groups 

are very active and successful in organizing the power 

of the people, educating the community, and 

implementing strategies to stop the Atlantic Coast 

Pipeline.  Their hope and faith are strong and they are 

moving forward in unison every step of the way. To learn 

more about these chapters in North Carolina fighting the 

ACP go to www.pipeline.net.  

Cumberland County Caring Voices (C3V)  

is the first chapter organized to stop the ACP in North Carolina. 

 

Six out of Eight And Growing to Stop the ACP  

By Pastor Cary Rodgers 

http://www.nopipeline.net/
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In North Carolina, Lee County 

Wins Key Coal Ash Struggle 

 

In mid-November 2014, Chatham 

and Lee County residents were 

stunned to find out that they had 

been targeted for the disposal of 

millions of tons of coal ash. The ash 

would be coming primarily from Duke 

Energy impoundments across North 

Carolina, but nothing would prevent 

it being transported from anywhere. 

EnvironmentaLEE was already a 

BREDL chapter, and had been 

fighting the possibility of fracking in 

Lee County. In neighboring Chatham 

County, Chatham Citizens Against 

Coal Ash Dump was formed.  

In December 2016, a little over two 

years later, Lee County residents 

were given an early Christmas gift-

Duke Energy announced that the 

proposed coal ash dump was now 

considered a ñcontingencyò.  This 

was welcome news for the 

community and BREDL chapter 

EnvironmentaLEE, although as 

member Marsha Ligon stated in the 

Fayetteville Observer, "We are 

absolutely thrilled, but we also know 

we have to be guarded at the same 

time, we have to be vigilant and 

watch every move Duke Energy 

makes."  

Dukeôs decision not only reflects 

ELEEôs work and resolve, it is a 

testament to grassroots organizing. 

There have been many ups and 

downs in this struggle against the 

energy giant, and often morale was 

low. There were new challenges- 

including the discovery that wells in 

the Colon community were 

contaminated by hexavalent 

chromium. ELEE responded quickly 

to this public health threat, 

organizing donations of water for the 

community, arranging donations and 

purchasing filters that reduced the 

hexavalent chromium and other 

pollutants in the water. They didnôt 

stop there- EnvironmentaLEE has 

continued to advocate for local 

government to provide the residents 

in the Colon community with access 

to clean water. In fact, the 

controversy in Lee County over 

hexavalent chromium was 

instrumental in breaking the story of 

the interference that officials in the 

McCrory administration brought to 

bear concerning ñdo not/do drinkò 

advisories to residents living near 

Duke Energyôs coal ash 

impoundments in North Carolina. For 

background information see BREDL 

Between the Lines blog post:  http://

bredlbetweenthelines2.blogspot.com

/2016/04/deqs-weird-science.html 

Through it all, EnvironmentaLEE 

maintained the ethical position that 

no community should be dumped on. 

They work closely with and support 

their sister chapter in Chatham 

County, and remain firm for a safer 

solution for coal ash disposal. 

Monitoring the leachate coming from 

the Brickhaven coal ash dump and 

the sludge being spread on Chatham 

County fields are also on their radar.  

ELEE also turned fundraising for 

legal and other expenses into 

ñfunraisingò- including hosting a 

Bigfoot Festival in late September 

2016.  

Although the struggle against Duke 

Energy is not over, there are things 

that communities can take away 

from this victory: 

* Organize and stay active because you never know what is down the road 

* Never give up 

* Be creative and remember to have fun 

* We only have to last one day longer than they do  

By Therese Vick 

http://bredlbetweenthelines2.blogspot.com/2016/04/deqs-weird-science.html
http://bredlbetweenthelines2.blogspot.com/2016/04/deqs-weird-science.html
http://bredlbetweenthelines2.blogspot.com/2016/04/deqs-weird-science.html


The LEAGUE LINE Winter Edition 2017 - Page 7 

 

EnvironmentaLEE meeting at Mt Calvary Baptist Church in the Colon Community  

Lee County elementary student  
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The following letter  on pages 9, 10 ,and 11 serves as a League Line update 

 on the nuclear campaign at Vogtle 

 and also provides a snapshot of the Alice-in-Wonderland 

( otherwise known as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. ) 




